
MAGGIE SZABO was very 
active in her SouthSide 
community, and served in
Bethlehem City Council 
until her death in 2007. 

Her sister Louise donated their 
grandfather’s wine press to 
South Bethlehem Historical 
Society, who transferred it to 
NCHGS/Sigal Museum in 2019.

Courtesy of South Bethlehem Historical Society
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These were “the huddled masses . . . the tempest-tost”

A newcomer to this part of 
Bethlehem in the 1980s, 
writer Joan Campion 

discovered in the South Side, a 
vibrant community. Through her 
curiosity, she sought out indi-
viduals who agreed to share their 
stories—from the ordinary to the 
extraordinary—that this part of 
Bethlehem had to offer. 

Inspired by her findings, she 
founded South Bethlehem His-
torical Society in 1985, then wrote 
a booklet in 1988 titled, Saturday 
Night on the South Side. 

In it, she characterized her 
impressions and views of the 
South Side, calling it “The World 
in a Small Place.” 

This world was comprised of 
newcomers like herself, includ-
ing those who laid the ground 
work for South Bethlehem’s  
industries,  from the 19th century 
to the present. 

Countless  newcomers  entered 
South Bethlehem only a century 
ago as immigrants, escaping the 
horrors and gloom half a world 
away. Citizens still living in 
Bethlehem today can readily 
claim their fathers, grandfathers 
and great-grandfathers were 
the very same immigrants who 
made that exodus.

Greeting these immigrants in 
New York  harbor  was the  Statue 
of Liberty, dedicated in 1883.  
This “Mother of Exiles”and the 
immigrant experience inspired 
Emma Lazarus to write a sonnet, 
The New Colossus; it gained fame 
during the Second World War as 
refugees from another genera-
tion sought safe haven. 

The photos on this page are 
some of the faces of those who 
“yearned to breathe free,” search-
ing  for  opportunity,  a  new be-
ginning in South Bethlehem—
and that elusive street paved 
in gold.

Charles Klein (left), stands next to his father, John; 
mother, Katherine and sister, Elsie. Charles would 
become Liberty High School’s principal.

Showing they could afford new clothes, photos of the 
well-dressed were sent to families still living in Europe.

The Long Family—Standing (l to r): Mary, Henry, Otto, Harry, Joe, Willie. 
Seated: Eva, Joseph and John. John Long ran Long’s Bakery on Bradley St.

Mary (Pencs) and Michael 
Pongracz—Michael owned a 
machinist business.

Magdalena Szabo (center), was the mother 
of the late councilwoman, Maggie Szabo.

Frank Biro and wife, Gizella Gulyassy Biro—as a photographer, 
Frank photographed many fellow Southside immigrant families.
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GABOR 
SZIME 
was a Hungarian immigrant who 
had a home on East 4th Street in 
SouthSide Bethlehem. He owned 
and used the press on display here 
to make homemade wine. 

Gabor was the father of 
Magdalena Szime, who married 
John Szabo. The couple had two 
daughters, Maggie Szabo 
and Louise Szabo Valeriano.

Above: Magdalena (Szime) Szabo 
(center) was the mother of 
councilwoman Maggie Szabo. Above: Maggie Szabo

Above: Gabor Szime


